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PREFACE. 




[10 modest and unpretending volume 
has been penned by the author, 
with a sincere desire, he trusts, to do good. 
His prominent, his supreme, object, he hopes, 
is to glorify that Saviour, at once, so exalted 
and gracious, who has entered Heaven, as the 
Forerunner, the Advocate, and the Life, of 
all his people, and who has explicitly assured 
them, for their unfailing consolation, that 
" because He lives, they shall live also." He 
has been induced to compose and publish the 
subjoined pages, principally, on the following 
ground : 

A few years ago, he delivered a series of 
Discourses on the fourteenth chapter of the 
Gospel by John, which proved interesting and 
edifying to many; and he has been often 
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solicited to embody, through the medium of 
the press, a few thoughts and reflections 
formerly submitted to his hearers. 

The portion which comprises this small 
volume, comprehends a beautiful and sublime 
view of the kingdom of immortality — one 
always refreshing, stimulating, and inspiring, 
to the sincere and enlightened believer in 
the Lord Jesus ; and in the devout hope that 
it may prove beneficial to those who value 
and honour the Saviour, who are experiencing 
the trials of life — who are advancing in years — 
who are visited with sickness — who are panting 
aft^r communion with their Lord — and who 
are longing for the rest, the bliss, the per- 
fection, of heaven, it is affectionately and 
gratefully presented to the church of the one 
Redeemer ! 

The writer has no narrow, party, exclusive, 
feeling, that he wishes to cherish. He would 
ever soar beyond a spirit so unscriptural 
and so injurious — a spirit so repugnant to 
Christianity. 

His ardent desire is to develop and cultivate 
love to ally who cultivate love to the Son of 
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God — the Head of the Church — the Friend 
of Sinners, and to anticipate a meeting, a 
joyous, triumphant, and immortal, meeting 
with the wise, the good, and the great of every 
Christian community, in the region of purity 
and ineffable bliss. How delightful to con- 
sider, that, if justified by the merits, and 
redeemed by the blood, of the Lamb, we shall 
all sit down there, realizing the same glory 
and felicity, and that 

" Love will prompt, and warm, 

And govern all — and that for ever !** 

No discordant note will ever sound ; no coldness, 
or want of harmony, will ever be discovered ; 
no jealous or undesirable feelings can ever 
be cherished. Perfect, unbroken unity will 
eternally prevail. 

The writer is very anxious that Christian 
parents should attentively peruse this little 
volume, and let its tone, its sentiments, its 
spirit, be diffused throughout their dwellings. 

He is desirons that intelligent young 
disciples should read it with discrimination 
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and care, and seek more earnestly to be pre- 
pared for 

" The Home of joy and peace above !'* 

He is solicitous that persons much engaged 
in business should examine it, and learn that 
their great object here should be, not to live 
for the world, but for Heaven. 

He wishes, particularly, that it should be 
presented to Christians in the chamber of 
affiction — to those who are appointed to suffer, 
and to die — who require Divine encouragement 
and consolation, and to whom the anticipation 
of Heaven, as 

" The Home of perfect love," 

is pre-eminently soothing and delightful. 

The author rejoices that this unpretending 
volume has administered, by the Divine 
benediction, peace, comfort, and the purest 
joy, to many sincere and devoted Christians 
in their dying moments. 

Commending this little work, most earnestly, 
to the blessing of Heaven, sincerely hoping that 
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it may continue to be encouraging, stimulating, 
and useful, to some members of the family of God, 
especially in the closet, and the sick chamber, 
and beneficial to those who are inquiring the 
way to the Celestial city, the writer leaves it 
in their hands who honour the Saviour, and 
who are aspiring continually after the enjoy- 
ment of His glory. 

The subject might have induced considerable 
enlargement, but the object has been to study 
conciseness, a short and fervid appeal — and to 
issue a neat and inexpensive volume, and it is 
remembered that a small book may be more 
extensively read, and prove much more useful, 
than one of ample dimensions. Simplicity 
of language — a chaste and scriptural tone of 
sentiment— devout and tender feeling — and 
the expansive spirit of the New Testament, 
characterize, he hopes, all which has been 
here written. 

The author has uniformly felt that the tnie 
beauties of composition are simplicity, clear- 
ness, point, chasteness, and an appropriate 
fervor. 

He can state, with a valued and delightful 
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writer, that ** he cheerfully casts his mite into 
the sacred treasury, in the hope that it may 
be accepted and turned to some good account, 
by the great Lord of the Temple, who looks 
more at the intention of the donor, than at the 
amount of the intrinsic gift." 

Bridport, 

January, 1850. 
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" In my Father's house are many mansions." — Johnxiv. 2. 




CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS, DESCRIPTIVE OF 
THE FOURTEENTH CHAPTER OF JOHN. 

]Vit 0^ ^^® ™^®s* engaging and delightful 
portions of the word of God which 
it is possible for us to peruse, is the fourteenth 
chapter of the Gospel by John. When we 
carefully examine it, we perceive that there 
is everything to command the attention — to 
awaken the tenderest and most inspiring 
emotions, and to produce the deepest im- 
pression on the mind. Its beauty can, to a 
great extent, be perceived by every order of 
understanding. The poor and the uncultured 

B 
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can enjoy it ; while the man of education, 
refined taste, and superior intellect, is riveted 
and charmed. And no person who is under 
the influence of the spirit of Christ — who is 
animated bv love to the Saviour, and who 
is anticipating a glorious immortality, can 
peruse this chapter, with discrimination and 
care, without being enchained with wonder, 
admiration, and delight. It is one of those 
rich and exquisite parts of the New Testament 
to which, if we are the genuine disciples of 
Christ, we recur with the greatest frequency 
and pleasure, because it is so tender and 
beautiful in its character — so strikingly appro- 
priate to our condition, while encircled by all 
the trials of the vale of tears, and so purely 
consolatory to our hearts. The principles and 
promises which it involves, prepare us for 
duty, fortify us when realizing temptation, and 
divinely support us when experiencing the 
numerous discouragements and sorrows which 
are incident to the journey of life, filling us 
continually with *' joy and peace in believing." 
Many of us have perused this chapter, probably, 
hundreds of times, and yet we never become 
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weary of it. There is always somethiDg to 
engage, to impress, to delight. Indeed, the 
child of God can acknowledge that its interest 
perpetually increases, new beauties are con- 
stantly perceived by the eye of love and 
devotion, and a train of the richest and sub- 
limest associations is induced. 

The enlightened and devout Christian prizes 
the fourteenth chapter of the Gospel by John 
for its exquisite simplicity ; no peculiar reach of 
mind, effort of thought, or patience of attention, 
is requisite to ascertain its meaning, perceive 
its beauty, or appreciate its excelJence. Every 
sentiment expressed is embodied with beautiful 
and transparent simplicity. There is nothing 
elaborate, recondite, or mysterious ; but all is 
so plainly and delightfully conveyed that every 
believer in the Lord Jesus, who reads it with 
attentiveness and discrimination, will highly 
admire the manner in which it is penned, and 
rejoice in the passages of simple yet finished 
beauty with which it is studded. 

The intelligent Christian values this chapter 
exceedingly, for the delightful exhibitions of the 
Saviour which it furnishes. 
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Here we view Him as sustaiiiiug a number 
of the most interesting and endearing characters 
to insure the safety, to unfold the dignity, to 
illustmte the blessedness of His genuine dis- 
ciples. In this chapter we contemplate the 
Lord Jesus entering heaven, as the forerunner 
of his people ; we regard Him as the Way to the 
Father, and the Way to Paradise ; as the Truth 
itself, as the Living One — the life of His chil- 
dren's graces, and the life of immortality. Here 
we see the Redeemer, as our kind and bene- 
volent friend, replying in the most condescending 
manner to the inquiries which his ignorant, 
weak, and variable followers propose, and gi-ant- 
ing them all the information which is requisite, 
that their darkness mav be scattered, their 
errors be corrected, and their feith in Him be 
confirmed. Here we find the Lord addressing 
to us that beautiful and magnificent promise, 
which is calculated to dispel all our fears, and to 
induce the strongest confidence in the Redeemer 
— " and whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, 
that will I do, that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son." — John xiv. 13. This is a golden 
passage, which ought to impel us to repair to 
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the throne of grace ^ith all the vigour of 
Christian hope, with all the ardour of holy love, 
with all the elevation of devout and impassioned 
joy. Still what may be termed the crowning 
glory of this chapter, is the assurance of the 
Saviour, that, after his ascension to the kingdom 
of heaven. He would send his disciples the 
Comforter, that they might perceive more clearlv 
the glories of His character, rejoice more fully 
in the perfection of his office and work, be more 
completely qualified for discharging all the 
duties, and enduring all the trials of the Chris- 
tian life, and be supported, in an unusual 
manner, amidst all the reproaches and persecu- 
tions, which, as His devoted followei^, they 
would have to undergo. 

Now, if tMs be the exhibition of the Lord 
Jesus, as the unfailing friend of his people, \Nith 
which we are so highly favoured in this incom- 
parable chapter, who can wonder that the sincere 
disciple of Clirist prizes it so affectionately and 
gratefully, and esteems it as one of the most 
precious portions of the Inspired Volume. 

The child of God, also, values the fourteenth 
of John exceedingly, in consequence of the 

b2 
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tenderness and affection which it breathes. The 
kindness exhibited is at once beauteous and 
exquisite — the compassion unfolded is melting 
— ^the love displayed is ardent, impassioned, 
divine — worthy of " the man, Christ Jesus," 
and of that tender and compassionate Redeemer, 
who wept at the grave of Lazarus, and then, 
with a word of his omnipotence, raised him from 
the tomb. Here we see the Saviour's heart, 
and we perceive that it is composed of tender- 
ness, that "His bowels melt with love." Here 
it is most vividly unfolded that He is the elder 
brother of His people ; that " He will not break 
the bruised reed, that He will not quench the 
smoking flax." How sweetly these expressions 
strike on the troubled ear, and how they pene- 
trate and tranquillize the troubled heart : *' I will 
not leave you comfortless," or in a state of 
orphanage ; ** I will come to you ; yet a little 
while, and the world seeth me no more, but ye 
see me; because I live, ye shall hve also." — 
John xiv. 18, 19 ; and how are the tenderness 
and the incompaxable love of the Lord Jesus 
poiu'ed forth in those exquisite words, which act 
on the spirit of a believer in trouble as oil on 
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the agitated waters, — " Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you, not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart he troubled, 
neither let it be afraid."— John xiv. 27. 

These are manifestations of the love of Christ 
to his people, which no language can adequately 
embody, which no imagination, however vivid 
and powerful in its portraitures, can adequately 
describe. They denote that the Saviour's love 
to his chiu'ch, to his devoted and persevering 
followers, is like the ocean — mighty, vast, 
fathomless, boundless. 

And where is the Christian to whom 
the fourteenth chapter of the Gospel of 
John is not precious, inexpressibly precious, 
for the sublime and glorums prospects 
which it presents before the mind of the 
believer? The child of God, by the glowing 
representations and assurances of this chapter, 
is not only reminded of his present dignity, 
and of the rich, varied, and exhaustless comforts 
provided for him now, while he is pursuing his 
way along the vale of tears, but his future and 
blissful destiny is presented most vividly before 
him. He is taught to look upwards, and to 
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aspire after the rest of immortality. His views 
are not bounded by the cold and gloomy grave ; 
he believes that he is to soar to Paradise. He 
is assm*ed that he is to dwell in a sunny and 
cloudless region. From the statements and 
gracious promises of his Lord, he sees tliat he 
is to enjoy the felicity of the kingdom of glory. 
He is to be liberated from every burden; all 
his fetters are to be burst asunder. He will 
be rescued from every enemy. The pains, 
anxieties, and sorrows of the wilderness, will no 
more grieve or distress his spuit ; temptation 
from no quarter will be permitted to ruffle or 
disturb his mind — *' his peace will flow as a 
river" — the curse will be extinguished — death 
will be destroyed — sin wiU be eradicated — and 
his dignity and felicity will be commensm-ate 
with eternity, and will resemble the glory and 
bHss of the seraphic hosts that pei*petually 
encircle the throne of light and love. 

Where Christ is, there all his genuine and 
redeemed followers will eventually be found, 
and from Him, the source of their joy and the 
fulness of their bliss, they shall never be 
separated. The union will be permanent, the 
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fellowship will be uninterrupted, and the 
happiness and transport will be eternal. How 
dehghtfiil the prospect — how glorious the 
anticipation — how sublime the destiny! and 
with what emotions of gratitude and joy can 
the disciple of Christ, exulting in the thought 
of entering heaven, and of partaking of its 
tranquillity, glory, and bliss, employ the soothing 
and exquisite language of Montgomery : — 

*' There is a soft, a downy bed, 

'Tis fair as breath of even ; 
A couch for weary mortals spread, 
Where they may rest the aching head, 

And find repose — in Heaven. 

" There is a home for weary souls, 

By sin and sorrow driven, 
When, tossed on life's tempestuous shoals. 
Where storms arise, and ocean rolls, 

And all is drear, but Heaven !" 

Now, when these views are taken, and these 
expectations are indulged, by an affectionate 
and warm-hearted disciple of the Redeemer, 
the fourteenth chapter of John must be in- 
eflGably consoling and precious, and the second 
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and third verses, especially, must tranquillize 
and elevate his spiiit, striking, like sweet and 
delicious music, on the ear, — ** In my Father s 
house are many mansions ; if it were not so, 
I would have told you. I go to prepare a place 
for you : and if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself, that, where I am, there ye may be 
also." 

Gracious Saviour ! if thou hadst left us no 
other communication than this, so rich, so con- 
soling, so sublime, so exquisitely tender, it 
would have been infinitely available in scattering 
our fears, in inflaming our love, in securing our 
happmess now, and in heightening and con- 
firming our hopes of a glorious immortality. 

*« Thine are the words of life, 
Our hearts would feel them too !" 
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CHAPTER ir. 

THE SUPREME EXCELLENCE AND GLORY OF THE 
GOSPEL, IN REVEALING TO US THE HEAVENLY 
WORLD. 

[0 characteristic and peculiar charm of 
the gospel of Christ unquestionably 
is, that it brings " life and immortality" clearly 
" to light," revealing to us, in the sublimest 
and most cheering form, a region of purity, 
perfection, and bliss, where our diadem, if we 
gain admission to it, will be one of resplendent 
glory, where our " peace will flow as a river, 
and our righteousness will resemble the waves 
of the sea." Christianity dissipates the thick 
and awful darkness by which the grave is 
surrounded — it illuminates the gloomy " valley 
of the shadow of death " with a beam, beautiful 
and brilliant, descending immediately from the 
throne of God, and assures all the genuine 
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disciples of the Redeemer that they shall enjoy 
perfect tranquillity, pure and imperishable 
glory, boundless and interminable felicity, in 
a world where all will be beauty to the eye, 
harmony to the ear, purity and bliss to the 
heart. This revelation of the celestial world, 
as the residence of all the sincere followers of 
Christ, after the dissolution of the body, con- 
stitutes, in a great measure, the excellence and 
glory of the gospel. It reveals as certain, 
and establishes, on the most convincing 
evidence, what reason, however enlightened 
and disciplined by philosophy and science, 
could, after its most strenuous and prolonged 
efforts, only render probable, barely probable, 
namely, the doctrine of a future state of being, 
under circumstances the most hallowed and 
delightful. By this grand announcement it 
stamps the highest dignity on the nature of 
man — it furnishes the noblest and strongest 
inducements to virtuous action, and it com- 
mimicates the purest enjoyment to those who 
are regulated by its principles, who are imbued 
with its celestial spirit, and who are antici- 
pating the full development of its glory above. 
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What ancient eystera of philosophy, morals, 
or religion, we i\u|iiiti.'. liii'^ evL'r attained this 
excellence, or Jiiis lucu iimtkLHi by this pro- 
iiiiiieiit Hiul <-b^u-atitoristiii feutwe. teaching 
explicitly and on the strongest evidence, a 
future state of happiness or tniaery ani 
promising, without any vagueness, or deceptive 
grounds, ihe possession of inconceivable j^Iory 
and felicity during a ceaseless existence ? 
Instjmpes, iinquestiouably, might be adduced, 
of individuals of onltivated and superior mind, 
who, without any ackiiowlt'ilcL'd aid from 
revelation nitli which we are acquainted, have 
formed mma nolinus of a life after death, and 
who have indulged the conjecture that the 
dissolution of the Imdy would only introduce 
thera to a state wliere their mental powers 
should 1)0 materially espamlril and ennobled, 
and where their nature should be advanced to 
perfection. Still, their iileiis ou tlii^ infinitely 
important point have invariiiblj been confused, 
their imaginations liave been most obscure and 
shadowy mid all tieir expectations have been 
vague, loose, nn<\ iitti?rly uni'oiliiin. It is 
Christianity, and Christianity only, though the 
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deist and the infidel may deride the assertion, 
which enables each of its humble and holy 
disciples to rejoice in the clear and satisfactory 
evidence that is furnished of a nobler region 
beyond the grave; to anticipate a better, a 
fairer, a purer, a more healthful, even a heavenly 
coimtry, and to enter exultingly into the 
sentiment, under the influence of the most 
vigorous faith, and unshaken confidence, 
" I know that my Redeemer Hveth, and that 
He shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth; and though after my skin, worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God," (Job xix. 25, 26); and to avow the con- 
viction, calmly and securely, if not triumphantly, 
even in the agonies of dissolution, " For we 
know, that, if our earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building 
of God, a house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens." (2 Cor. v. 1.) 

The high advantages, then, of Christianity 
are not restricted to time— confined to this 
life exclusively ; were this the case, we should 
be of all men the most unhappy, because, when 
death arrived we should be deprived of our 
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treasure — we should have cut oflP from us the 
source of our pure and exalted pleasures ; our 
hopes would he extinguished, and all our 
hlessedness would he gone, and gone for ever. 
On this grand and deeply interesting point, 
however, we have not the sHghtest reason for 
yielding to douht or uncertainty. Having the 
most luminous and unquestionahle evidence, 
we are fully warranted in stating, that the 
advantages conferred by Christianity, so great, 
numerous, and inestimable, will be realized in 
a far more extensive and delightful sense 
in eternity, because, if we are the children of 
God, we shall be fully prepared for theii* 
enjo}Tnent, and because they will be com- 
mimicated to us in all their richness, vaiiety, 
and perfection. 

In contemplating the revelations of the 
Bible with regard to the heavenly world, we 
must, if the devout followers of the Lamb, be 
at once impressed and delighted with the 
nimiber, power, and grandeur of those passages 
in which the region of celestial bliss is pre- 
sented before us, and with the vivid and 
beautiful descriptions which are furnished, to 
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animate believers in their Christian course, 
to sustain under every trial, to impel in the 
discharge of every important duty, and to 
elevate and strengthen the high expectations 
which are cherished. What can be finer, more 
decisive, or more truly consoling, than such 
passages as the following ? — 

" Thou wilt show me the path of life : 
in thy presence is fulness of joy, at thy right 
hand there are pleasures for evermore." (Psalm 
xvi. 11.) 

" As for me, I will behold thy face in 
righteousness ; I shall be satisfied, when I 
awake with thy likeness." (Psalm xvii. 15.) 

" But God will redeem my soul from the 
power of the grave, for He shall receive me." 
(Psalm xlix. 15.) 

" They that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and they that 
turn many to righteousness, as the stars for 
ever and ever." (Daniel xii. 3.) 

" Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God." (Matthew v. 8.) 

*' Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
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where thieves do not breakthrough, nor steal." 
(Matt. vi. 20.) 

^ " The righteous shall shine forth as the sim in 
the kingdom of their Father." (Matt. xiii. 43.) 

" Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world." (Matt. xxv. 34.) 

" Father, I will that they, also, whom thou 
hast given me, be with me where I am, that 
they may behold my glory, which thou hast 
given me, for thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world." (John xvii. 24.) 

" For our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory." (2 Cor. iv. 17.) 

" We are confident, I say, and willing rather 
to be absent from the body, and to be present 
with the Lord." (2 Cor. v. 8.) 

" Having a desire to depart, and to be with 
Christ, which is far better." (Philippians i. 23.) 

*' And so shall we ever be with the Lord.'* 
(1 Thess. iv. 17.) 

" Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give me at that day, and^ not tR» 
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me only, but unto all them, also, that love his 
appearing." (2 Tim. iv. 8.) 

" Now, they desire a better coimtry, that is 
a heavenly, wherefore God is not ashamed to 
be called their God, for He hath prepared for 
them a city." (Hebrews xi. 16.) 

" An entrance shall be ministered imto you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." (2 Peter i. 11.) 

" We, according to His promise, look for new 
heavens, and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness." (2 Peter iii. 13.) 

, These are only a small number of the 
beautiful and consolatory passages which might 
be quoted from the word of God, to exhibit the 
glory with which the faithful disciple of Christ 
will be crowned, and the felicity of which he 
will be made the partaker ; when, being rescued 
from the power and defilement of sin, and the 
misery of the curse, " absent from the body, 
he will be present with the Lord." If the book 
of the Revelation be examined with care, some 
of the finest and most vivid pictures of heaven, 
on which the eye of faith and holy anticipation 
can possibly gaze, will rivet the mind and 
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delight the heart. Passages of the sublimest 
order will produce the most powerful im- 
pression, and operate in the most beneficial 
and extensive manner at every stage of our 
journey towards the world of consummate 
hohness and joy. Take, as a short specimen, 
the following soft and gentle, yet vivid and 
exquisite representations : — 

" The Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them 
unto Hving foimtains of waters, and God 
shall ^vipe away all tears from their eyes." 
(Rev. vii. 17.) 

" And there shall be no more curse, but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, 
and his servants shall serve him. 

" And they shall see his face, and his name 
shall be in their foreheads. 

"And there shall be no night there, and 
they need no candle, neither light of the sun ; 
for the Lord God giveth them Hght, and they 
shall reign for ever and ever." (Rev. xxii. 3, 4, 5.) 

What can be more glowing, more descriptive, 
or more calculated to animate the spirit, than 
these delineations ? Heaven will comprehend. 
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we perceive, everything that is beautiful and 
holy, grand and glorious. It will be a fountain 
of exalted and perfect bliss. Every vestige of 
the curse will be removed. It will enchain 
every faculty — sublimate every passion — absorb 
every thought and every desire — all will be 
swallowed up in God, and all that is beheld 
will correspond with what is magnificent as 
well as blissftd. To employ the rich and 
eloquent language of a beautiful writer: — 
'* The foundations of the heavenly city are 
garnished with all manner of precious stones. 
Its dimensions ai'e wonderfully great. Its wall 
is of jasper ; its buildings are of pure and 
pellucid gold; its gates are pearls; its watchmen 
are angels. The throne of God and the Lamb 
is in the midst of it. Out of this throne pro- 
ceeds the river of life, and on its banks stands 
the tree of life yielding the various fruits of 
immortality. No temple is found here, no 
night overcasts the sky, no moon shines, 
no Sim arises. The Lord God Almighty and 
the Lamb are the Temple of this divine 
residence ; the sun which shines with the 
splendour of everlasting day." 
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" Bright, like a sun, the Saviour sits, 
And spreads eternal noon. 
No evenings there, nor gloomy nights 
To want the feeble moon. 

" Amidst those ever shining skies. 
Behold the sacred Dove ; 
While banished sin and sorrow flies 
From all the realms of love." 
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CHAPTER III. 



HEAVEN VIEWED AS OUR FATHER'S HOUSE. 




EUItltt already offered some general 
S^S^Pi remarks on the representations 

of the celestial world, as furnished bvthe inspired 
writers, and dilated on the bright and inspiring 
views which they afford us of the honour, the 
feUcity and the perfection of the disciples of 
Christ in Paradise, we proceed to observe that 
it is impossible to take any view of the region 
of immortality and bhss that is more consoling, 
more endearing, or even more sublime than 
that which exhibits it as " our Father's house." 
If we are real Christians, we love to regard 
heaven as a Rest, where there shall be nothing 
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to vex, distui'b, or ruffle for ever ; but where 
all will be peaceful and serene, 

" Calm as summer evenings be." 

We love to view heaven as a Temple, where 
everything wiQ be glorious in hoHness; con- 
secrated to the accompHshment of the purest 
and sublimest purposes ; and where the 
** General Assembly and Church of the 
First-bom" will meet to celebrate, through 
eternity, the most august and sacred worship ; 
where the Lord Jesus will be the centre of 
their union, and where every service will be 
continually rendered for the advancement of 
his honour. 

We love to consider heaven as a City whose 
foundations are of the firmest kind, "whose 
walls are salvation, and whose gates are praise ;" 
where the noblest employments engage the 
attention, where the wisest and hoUest laws 
are observed, and where the purest and most 
ennobhng society is enjoyed. 

We love to anticipate heaven as " the 
Paradise of God ;" infinitely superior to the 
Garden of Eden, where verdure of the richest 
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kind will ever be witnessed ; where flowers, 
planted by our gracious Redeemer himself, 
of the loveliest form and hues, will ever bloom ; 
where the sky will ever be bright and cloudless, 
and where the tree of life will ever exhibit its 
beauty and shed its healing influence. 

We love to contemplate heaven as an 
Inheritance ; one that is rich, vast, exhaustless; 
one that is divine in its bestowment, holy 
in its nature, satisfactory in its possession, 
and of which no created being can posssibly 
deprive us. 

These views of heaven are alike scriptural 
and delightful. They awaken the most blissftd 
emotions— are connected with a long train of 
the richest associations — aiid act with wondrous 
power on the mind which is regenerated, and 
on the heart which is sanctified by divine 
grace. Still, in the judgment of every sincere 
disciple of Christ, there is something peculiarly 
soothing and charming in that view of heaven 
presented to us by our Lord, in which he 
exhibits it as " his Father's house :" "in my 
Father's house are many mansions." Words 
divinely simple, beautiful, and consolatoiy. 
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From our Saviour's statement we perceive 
that heaven is represented as a " house." 

We know nothing respecting the locality of 
the Paradise of God. Speculations may be 
indulged, and numerous conjectures formed on 
the subject, but all will be comparatively idle 
and profitless. Much is stated in the Holy 
Scriptures with regard to the purity of heaven, 
the ineffable splendour of the kingdom of glory, 
the bliss which will -be enjoyed, and the im- 
utterable perfection of character and condition 
with which all the residents of the heavenly 
Canaan will be crowned. Nothing, however, 
is definitively exhibited in relation to its locality ^ 
or the precise part of creation which it will 
occupy ; and this develops the wisdom of God ; 
because our attention and inquiries are directed 
•to much higher and more important subjects, 
and, therefore, vain and useless curiosity should 
be repressed. 

And we cannot, the writer apprehends, assert 
anything that is very definite or positive with 
regard to the materiality of heaven; though 
we consider that there is nothing incongruous 
with the representations of the inspired volume, 

D 
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in supposing its materiality. It is exhibited to us 
as a city — as '* a city which hath foundations" — 
as a temple, as a kingdom, and, in the Saviour's 
representation which we ai'e now contemplating, 
it is pictured as " a house." 

It is not, however, our province, nor is it 
our desire, to speculate on the materiality of 
heaven. For, though many conjectures on the 
subject might be probable, and many somewhat 
interesting, still, many might only gratify idle 
and impertinent curiosity, and would not prove 
very beneficial in then* result. When we are 
speaking or writing respecting heaven, its 
society, its employments, and its gloiy, we 
should not push our inquiiies too far; we 
should not pry too boldly ; everything should 
be modest, devout, and in accordance with 
what is revealed in the New Testament. 
There should be no dogmatism, no unqualified 
assertion, no arrogant declamation on the 
subject, as though we had entered heaven 
already, and were made individually acquainted 
with its blessedness and glory. 

It is the wish of the writer to act under the 
influence of this principle, and he would ever 
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feel more satisfied by quoting a few simple 
and decisive passages from the Word of God, 
illustrative of the nature, the engagements, 
the peerless splendour, and the inconceivable 
felicity of heaven, than by indulging those bold 
inquiries and arrogant speculations which would 
indicate, perhaps, a wrong state of mind, and 
which are not exactly befitting either the 
character of the minister or of the Christian. 

Bearing, then, this principle in mind, let us, 
for a moment, regard heaven as ** a house ;" 
and as a house, how peculiar is its structure, 
how vast are its dimensions, how glorious is 
its situation, how rich and varied are its 
enjoyments ! 

It is a house, or bmlding, in which, as 
redeemed and beatified beings, delivered en- 
tirely from sin, and purified by " the blood 
of the Lamb," the followers of Christ shall 
dwell. It will constitute their august and bHss- 
ful abode, be associated with their unruffled 
tranquilhty, their consummate purity, and their 
transporting enjoyment. 

It is a house in which aU the members 
of the redeemed femily shall be assembled. 



\ 



40 THE HEAVENLY HOME. 

However diverse they might have been in form, 
in coloiu% in condition, in local situation herCy 
none shall be separated there, AU, without one 
exception, shall be congregated in " the house 
not made with hands," partake of the rich 
provision made, and realize the inexhaustible 
blessedness which shall be enjoyed. 

Heaven is " a house" where perfect love and 
harmony will uniformly, and in the most 
bhssful manner, prevail. There ^vill be no 
diversity of taste, no contrariety of sentiment, 
no opposition of desire, no repugnancy of 
affection. The opinions of all will coalesce ; 
the feehngs of aU will be congenial ; the 
passions of all will be enkindled by " a live coal" 
from the same holy altar. The engagements 
of all, in their object and the spirit \vith which 
they are performed, will fully correspond, and 
these emotions and enjoyments will be per- 
petuated throughout eternity. Dissimilarity 
of thought, or sentiment, shall never impair 
the tranquillity; envy shall never mar the 
harmony ; unkindness shall never interrupt 
the pleasures; and want of love shall never 
deface the beauty, or sully the pure and 



— 



THE HEAVENLY HOME. 41 

cloudless splendours of " the Heavenly Home." 
The calmest and most unvarying serenity, the 
sweetest and sublimest enjoyments, the utmost 
security, the loveliest emotions, and the richest 
and most bhss-inspiring associations, are all 
inseparably connected, if we are the genuine 
disciples of Christ, with our house — our house 
in heaven. 

The devout Christian, when dilating on this 
thought, can perfectly respond to the sentiment 
of the following lines, which he so often 
celebrates in the Church below : — 



(( 



Tliere is my house and portion fair, 
My treasure and my lieart are there, 

And my abiding home ; 
For me my elder brethren stay, 
And angels beckon me away, 

And Jesus bids me come !" 



Heaven is here beautifully unfolded to us by 
our Lord, as the house of His Father. " In 
my Father's house are many mansions ;" and 
it is a most endearing and delightful view 
to take of the region of glory and immortahty. 

It was the ordinary and exquisitely tender 
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appellation by which our Redeemer was wont 
to designate and forcibly exhibit his intimate 
relation to Jehovah, and the close and felicitous 
union subsisting between Him and God, to term 
the Sovereign of the universe " His Father,*^ 

" The Father loveth the Son, and hath given 
all things into his hands." (John iii. 35.) 

" My Father giveth you the true bread from 
heaven." (John vi. 32.) 

" My Father which gave them me [referring 
to His sheep] is greater than all ; and no man 
is able to pluck them out of my Father's 
hand. 

" I and my Father are one." (John x. 29, 30.) 

And as our Lord, when on earth, and in the 
presence of his disciples, was accustomed to 
designate God his Father, and thus to remind 
them of the tenderness and intimacy of that 
relation existing between Him and the Governor 
and Preserver of universal nature, so He com- 
municated to them, and to us, in the kindest 
and most engaging manner, that heaven, the 
abode of perfect tranquillity, holiness, and bliss, 
is the house of His Father — " my Father's 
house." 
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The Jewish temple, which God commanded 
to be reared, which was immediately consecrated 
to him, which was characterised by the cost- 
liness of its offerings, by the splendour of its 
ceremonials, and where the presence and glory 
of the being who " inhabits eternity," and 
receives its loud and tiiumphant praises and 
acclamations, were so richly enjoyed, was 
termed, with propriety and force, '* the house 
of God." 

*' The Lord is in His holy temple, let all the 
earth keep silence before Him." 

" I will glorify the house of my glory.'' 

" Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy 
hotcse, and the place where thine honour 
dwelleth." 

" My house shall be called a house of prayer 
for all people." 

And our Lord himself, on one memorable 
occasion, when He expelled the buyers and 
sellers from the temple, represented it as 
His Father's house. " Take these things 
hence," said He, " make not my Father's house 
a house of merchandize." (John ii. 16.) 

But if the appellation, " my Father's house," 
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be consolatory and beautiful when applied by 
our Lord to the temple on earth, how much 
more engaging, emphatic, and sublime is it when 
appropriated to the temple in heaven, where 
there is everything that is august and hallowed, 
and yet everything to tranquillize, to endear, 
to charm, and to render ineffably happy. 

When the kingdom of glory is regarded in 
this aspect, the following expressions of the 
immutable Friend of Sinners always tell with 
interest and power on the heart of a genuine 
Christian : — " Go to my brethren, and say 
unto them, I ascend imto my Father and your 
Father, and to my God and your God." 
(John XX. 17.) 

And if heaven may be appropriately and 
engagingly represented as the house of the 
Father of our Lord, as the Son of Man, and 
the Elder Brother of his people ; so, if any of 
us are the sincere disciples of Christ, it may 
be viewed, with pecuUar propriety and beauty, 
as the house of our Father. For, provided we 
are the renewed people of God, " He has sent 
forth the spirit of His Son into our hearts, 
teaching us to cry, * Abba, Father.' " 
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When we take up the Holy Scriptures to 
peruse them with seriousness and love, we read 
them as the gracious communication of our 
Father ; when we meditate on the works of 
God, and survey them in all their variety, 
beauty, and boundlessness, we regard them as 
the operations of our Father ; when we repair 
to the throne of grace, there to express our 
warm emotions — there to embody our fervid 
desires — and there to pour forth our souls, we 
communicate all our thoughts, sentiments, and 
wishes to " our Father in heaven," our Father 
'* who seeth in secret," and who has kindly 
promised " to reward us openly." And when 
we anticipate the land of purity and joy, w^here 
all will be sunshine and beauty, where sin will 
never defile, where error will never seduce, 
where temptation will never disturb, and where 
care will never render unhappy, we regard it 
with emotions of gratitude and dehght as the 
residence of our Father ; and, as the children 
of God, we quote that passage of Scripture with 
unmingled pleasm*e and admiration : — " Then 
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father." (Matt. xiii. 43.) 
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And it should be emphatically observed that 
the disciples of the Redeemer realize the purest 
enjoyment in the contemplation of heaven, as 
the residence of Christ's Father and their 
Fatlier conjointly. The Lord Jesus and His 
followers are one : one in relation — one in 
dignity — one in sentiment and feeling — one 
in object and desire — and shall be eternally 
one in respect of residence. 

The lines of Watts are no exaggeration — no 
anomaly. 

" Our heavenly Father calls 
Christ and His members owe, 
We, the young children of His love, 
And He, the first-born Son. 

" We are but several parts 
Of the same broken bread ; 
One body hath its several limbs, 
But Jesus is the head." 

If the Redeemer be pictured as the Living 
Vine, His people are equally represented as 
the branches, closely and indissolubly connected 
with the parent stem and root. 

If the Lord Jesus be exhibited as " the 
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Foundation laid in Zion," as '* the chief 
Comer Stone" in the Church of God, his 
disciples are presented before us as being all 
" living stones" in the same spiritual building ; 
and the apostle Paul, after assuring us that 
Christ is the head of the Chui'ch, tells us, in 
teiins remarkably pointed, decisive, and im- 
qualified, that " we are members of His body, 
of His flesh, and of His bones" (Eph. v. 30) ; 
where, then, 

" should the living members rest 
But with their liviug head ? " 

Thus the Saviour assures us, that " where 
He is, there, also, shall His servant be." And 
to encourage His disciples struggling in the 
wilderness. He addresses to them the following 
sublime, yet tender, psissages, unfolding that if 
heaven be the house of His Father, so it is the 
house of our Father in Him ; and that, if the 
Lord Jesus himself reside there, His people 
shall occupy the same abode of dignity and 
gloiy. 

" And I appoint unto you, (says the Redeemer,) 
a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed imto 
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me, that ye may eat and drink at my table in 
my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel." (Luke xxii. 29, 30.) 

" I go to prepare a place for you. And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you unto myself, that where 
T am there ye may be also." (John xiv. 2, 3.) 

" To him that overcometh, will I grant to 
sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in 
his throne." (Rev. iii. 21.) 

Thus we perceive that Christ and his people 
will not be disjoined in glory. They will dwell 
together. Chiist will *be their Fountain of light 
and purity for ever. Christ will be the source, 
the exhaustless source, of their immortal and 
unbounded joy. 

As heaven, then, is the house of the Father 
of our Lord, so it is the house of our Father ; 
and if we love the Saviour, and rely on Him 
impUcitly ; if we follow Him fully ; if there be 
nothing we so highly prize as an interest 
in His mercy and grace — when " the dust 
returns to the earth as it was," we shall enter 
the Paradise of our God, the home of the 
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Lord Jesus, and dwell with Him there for 
ever. 

How inspiring is this view of heaven ! How 
is it calculated to awaken our astonishment — 
to induce impassioned admiration — to call forth 
unutterable joy ! How is it fitted to sustain 
and comfort behevers, under all the incon- 
veniences, and trials, and privations of the 
journey ! How is it fitted to inspire exultation 
in the prospect of entering it, witnessing its 
glory, experiencing its security, and dehghting 
in its blessedness through a ceaseless duration. 

" Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and He will dwell with them, and they shall 
be His people ; and God himself shall be with 
them, and be their God." (Rev. xxi. 3.) 

When we read that heaven is our Father's 
house, w^e cannot, of course, suppose that He 
dwells there only. This monstrous opmion, 
some, influenced by erroneous, grovelling, and 
debasing views of the Divine Being, have 
asserted, and endeavoured to maintain. On 
the contrary, instead of being confined to 
heaven. He fills immensity with his presence. 
He traverses the regions of illimitable space. 

E 
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His influence is everywhere exerted. His 
glory is everywhere displayed. His wisdom 
is eveiywhere developed. His power is every- 
where exhibited. His goodness is everywhere 
manifested and enjoyed. " The heaven — 
even the heaven of heavens" — cannot contain 
Jehovah, the self-existent and the eternal 
God. He is circumscribed by no space — 
bounded by no limits. " The heaven is His 
throne ; the earth is his footstool." All that 
He has formed, He knows thoroughly ; super- 
intending and arranging everything in the 
wisest manner, for the revelation of His glory, 
for the advancement of His honour, for the 
accomplishment of His purposes. 

Moreover, when we read that heaven is our 
Father s house, we are not for a moment to 
suppose that God is too elevated, as regards 
local situation, to perceive the objects and 
mark the occurrences which are beneath, in 
this world of moral degradation and death, 
where, for a short season, we are called to 
reside. This some have even contended for; 
and referring to this false and imworthy 
notion, Ehphaz, addressing Job, utters the 
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following impressive language : — ** Is not God 
in the height of heaven ? and behold the height 
of the stars, how high they are; and thou 
sayest, how doth God know ? Can He judge 
through the dark cloud ?" (Job xxii. 12, 13.) 

Such an opinion, however, is directly opposed 
to that omniscience and infinite knowledge 
which are the essential characteristics of 
Deity : — " Out of heaven doth He behold the 
earth. The eyes of the Lord are in every 
place, beholding the evil and the good." 

" Neither is there any creature that is not 
manifest in His sight, but all things are naked 
and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom 
we have to do." (Heb. iv. 13.) 

Though heaven is the house of our Father, 
He is ever mindful of His people who are still 
in the wilderness — traversing the broad and 
sandy desert, and grappling with all the 
difficulties and dangers of the journey towards 
the celestial city. He observes every step 
which they take. He marks all the languor 
and weariness which they discover. He hears 
every sigh or groan which they heave, and 
every word which they utter. He sees all the 
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iinpedimeuts by which they are surrounded. 
He is acquaiuted with all the enemies that 
endeavour to obstruct their progress. He 
notices every tear which they shed, and " puts 
them all [to refer to a beautiful allusion of 
Scripture] into His bottle ;" and even the very 
hairs of their head He numbers, in the minutest 
and exactest manner. 

When, then, we dwell on heaven as the 
house of our Father, we are not, for a moment, 
to indulge the thought, that His children below, 
who are prosecuting their way to the kingdom 
of Hght and immortality, and struggling vdth 
the trials and conflicts of the way, are eoer 
disregarded. This is utterly impossible. It is 
at variance with all the divine perfections, 
opposed to all the divine engagements, and 
repugnant to the most unqualified statements 
of the inspired volume. " The eyes of the 
Lord are ever fixed with complacency on the 
righteous, and His ears are ever open to their 
prayers." " Thou shalt guide me (said David) 
with thy counsel, and afterward receive me 
to glory ! " " This God," therefore, if we 
are his people, " is our God for ever and 
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ever ; He will be our guide even unto 
death." 

Having offered these remarks, it may be 
observed — 

First, that heaven is our Father's house, as 
it is the most glorioiLS place of His residence. 

He is " the High and Holy One," who is 
represented as " inhabiting eternity." While 
the earth is His footstool, heaven is His 
throne. He dwells in heaven, it has been 
justly observed, as in His pavilion. His palace, 
His royal residence. 

There all His glory is imfolded. There 
His perfections, in their fuU and dazzling 
radiance, are exhibited. There His throne in 
all its splendour is erected. There the angels, 
ministers of His, full of life, energy, and 
holiness, prostrate themselves before Him, 
and veil their faces in the midst of His 
purity and overwhelming glory. There all the 
splendours of the New Jerusalem are witnessed. 
There all the myriads of the redeemed are 
congregated, who shine forth with the beauty 
and biilliance of the meridian sim in the 
kingdom of their Father, encircling His 
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throne to proclaim His praises and to magnify 

His grace. 

Thus, Christians, heaven may be termed our 

Fatlier s house, as it is the seat of His Majesty, 

where, \nth awful magnificence and glory. He 

announces Himself to be Jehovah, the Lord of 

universal nature, the Source of all life, the 

Foimtain of all holiness and felicity, where He 

gloriously demonstrates, by the discoveries 

which He makes, by the authority which he 

exerts, by the purity and perfection which He 

exhibits, and by the homage which He demands, 

that " He is God over dl, blessed for ever." 

The glorious Lord God, '* fearful in praises, 

ever doing wonders," requiring the reverence 

of all, the adomtion of all, the love of all, the 

unceasing obedience of all. 

How wonderfully are all the perfections of 

God displayed in that house above, which is 
designated " the house of our Father." How 
sublimely are His power. His wisdom. His love. 
His immutabihty. His grace, discovered there, in 
upholding angels, in preserving His glorified chil- 
dren, in recei\ing sinners to the kingdom through 
the interposition and atonement of Christ, in 
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dispensing the choicest as well as unnumbered 
blessings to them, and in perpetuating their 
dignity and happiness throughout eternity ! 

Every good and perfect gift which believers 
in Christ now enjoy is from above. All they 
realize of that which is pure and delightful is 
immediately from heaven. 

If Hghtbe communicated to the mind — ^if gra«e 
regenerate the heart — if mercy cancel sins — if 
strength be imparted equal to the day — if support 
be administered under all the trials of life — and 
if the promise of eternal blessedness be made — 
all these manifestations of kindness, beneficence, 
and love, proceed exclusively jQrom heaven. 

Now, contemplate, beUevers in Christ, what 
an extraordinary, what an inconceivable ex- 
hibition of divine power, and what an over- 
whelming display of divine perfection, must be 
afforded the angels and glorified inhabitants in 
our Father's house, where these grants are 
originally made, where these blessings are 
so richly dispensed, and where all accords with 
the majesty, grandeui% and glory of Him in 
whom we rejoice as our Lord, our Sovereign, 
our Judge, and yet our Father, 



\ 



56 THE HEAVENLY HOME. 

The monarch does not appear most powerful 
and splendid in the hosom of his family, en- 
jo}dug the quietness and comfort of domestic 
life ; but when seated on his throne, encircled 
by his nobles and officers of state, and sur- 
rounded by all the magnificence and insignia 
of royalty. 

Ever, then, remember, children of God, that 
heaven is the house of your Father, because 
His glory is there more clearly and brilliantly 
displayed. 

You see His glory in the world of nature, 
and you admire the grandeur of the divine 
perfections, and the vastness of the divine 
operations. 

You behold His glory in the temple of 
providencei and are mute with wonder and 
admiration when contemplating the wisdom 
with which everything is arranged, the power 
with which everything is executed, and the 
beneficence and love with which all is super- 
intended and overruled for the development 
of God's hohness and goodness, and the hap- 
piness of His " pecuUar people." 

You witness His glory in the Gospel, in the 
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doctrines which are revealed, in the precepts 
which are inculcated, in the promises which 
are apphed, and you exult in the bright and 
dehghtful manifestation made to you. 

You perceive His glory in the Church, when 
He " rends the heavens, and comes down and 
glorifies the house of His glory," converting 
the sinner, instructing, purifying, and exalting 
His people ; scattering moral and spiritual 
darkness ; laying His adversaries prostrate ; 
and " getting to Himself a great and terrible 
name :" and you see, behevers, how difficulties 
vanish, how hearts are subdued, and how grace 
triumphs I 

All these scenes, wonderful and glorious as 
they are, you are now, disciples of Christ, 
permitted to witness ; but, what a revelation of 
the divine glory will be made to you in heaven, 
in yoiur Father's house, when all the divine 
splendour will encircle you, when the divine 
beauty will be, as it were, rmveiled, and where 
all the essential and overpowering glories of 
the Godhead will be poured forth upon you 
and around you ! In how august a presence 
will you stand there ! To how glorious a thi'one 
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will you be near there ! "What constellations of 
surpassing brightness will fix your eternal gaze, 
and transport your hearts there ! 

You wiW dwell in the blaze of the Divine 
presence. You will have His countenance 
before you, which is "as the sun when it 
shineth in its strength ;" uncreated Deity will 
encircle you with His transcendant and un- 
utterable brightness ; and, what is supremely 
deUghtful to contemplate, this " sim shall 
never go down — this moon shall never with- 
draw its shining. The Lord will be your 
everlasting Hght, and the days of your mourning 
will for ever be ended ! " 

Secondly, heaven may be viewed as our 
Father's house, because the presence of God 
will be there more richly enjoyed. 

The Divine presence, we are all sensible, 
pervades imiversal nature. " Whither can we 
go from His spirit ? whither can we fly from 
His presence ? " The presence of the Deity is 
in every part of creation, and it makes the 
earth " rejoice as the garden of the Lord." 
His presence is felt in the sea, in the wide and 
boundless deep, whether the waters flow with 
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comparative serenity, or whether they heave, 
and swell, and roll, with great and tremendous 
fury. His presence is in the sky, when the 
moon " walks in brightness ;" when the 
stars and planets emit their soft and silvery 
splendor ; when the sun rises, or sets, or 
moves on, in its course of life and glory, 
brightening the face of creation, and pouring 
forth all its effulgence. His presence is felt 
when the rain descends — ^when the snow falls — 
as well as when the thunders roll and " the 
arrowy Hghtnings play." His presence is awfully 
realized in hell, and there it fills the lost spirit 
with indescribable anguish and dismay. 

How can we escape God ? whose essence is 
everywhere — whose influence is everywhere — 
whose eye will find us out wherever we go — and 
whose scrutinizing glance will penetrate the 
thoughts and read the intents of our hearts. 

And it is peculiarly delightful for the Christian 
to contemplate how the special presence of the 
God and Father of Christ is enjoyed by His 
people now, in the performance of duty, in tiie 
endurance of temptation, in the realization of 
suffering, and in the prospect of death. 
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The Lord uniformly remeinbei*s His children 
while they are here ; irradiates them with the 
Hght of His countenance, and grants them the 
commmiication of His peculiar regard. What 
dehghtful seasons of communion with his Divine 
Parent has the Christian sometimes experienced 
amidst all the darkness and anxiety associated 
with the world, when God has been immediately 
with him, and when he has been immediately 
with God ; when Jehovah has elevated his soul 
above everything of a terrestrial nature ; when 
" in God's light he has seen hght;" when he 
has forgotten all the trials and conflicts of 
the way ; and when he has realized a foretaste 
of the pure, subhmated, and transporting 
felicity of paradise. 

How then should the believer in the Lord 
Jesus, and how does he, anticipate his Father s 
house, where the Divine presence will be much 
more richly and gloriously enjoyed than it 
possibly can be while he is sojourning in the 
wilderness, the subject of so much ignorance and 
error, and encompassed by " a body of sin and 
death," which operates so powerfully and in- 
juriously, and often presses him down to the earth. 
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The presence of God now, in the experience 
of His most devoted and richly-favoured 
children, is frequently much obstructed. Many 
a dense cloud often surrounds and shrouds the 
Sim. Many a formidable impediment is inter- 
posed between them and the full enjoyment of 
their God, while they remain in the desert. 
The realization of the Divine presence by the 
behever, during his earthly pilgrimage, is 
always, and necessarily, imperfect. 

There is always some ignorance to lament. 
There are always some infirmities to regret. 
There are always some errors to deplore. 
There are always some partial developments 
of the Divine favour, and of the Divine glory, 
which will induce sorrow. What, then, will be 
the revelation of God ! what the full and un- 
varying enjoyment of His presence, when, if 
we are the followers of Christ, we shall enter 
our Father's house, and behold Him "face 
to face," without any interposing medium — 
without any veil between ! 

In the home above our Divine Parent will 
be continually before us. His eyes will ever 
beam ^benignity and love on His glorified 
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children. The splendour associated with His 
presence will ever stream upon them. They 
will know what it is to enjoy the beatific 
vision. God shall be in them and they in 
God, and " God shall be all in all." 

This is a most sublime view to form of 
heaven — " our Father's house," where His 
glorious presence shall be cormnunicated to 
His redeemed people in all its richness and 
effulgence. There we shall realize intimate 
and inspiring communion with Him who is the 
fountain of felicity. 

His presence in heaven will constitute the 
very life of the soul, and will be imparted to 
every beatified spirit. " The pure in heart shall 
see God." " His servants shall see His face," 
and " see Him as He is.'' The srm of His 
presence shall shine on His redeemed family in 
glory, irradiating and blessing them with the 
light of the Divine countenance for ever. 

We cannot state with precision the positive 
and special medium through which the 
Sovereign of the universe and the God of love 
will be revealed to the celestial inhabitants, 
yet we confidently believe that there will be 
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real, decisive, and glorious manifestations of 
His presence ; such pure, close, and endearing 
communion with Him ; such expressions of 
His Divine beneficence and regard ; and such 
an exhibition of His glory, as shall imspeakably 
surpass the happiest experience and the loftiest 
conceptions of the people of God in the present 
world, diffusing through theii' spirits ineffable 
and inconceivable enjoyment. 

And if, as has been finely remarked, it be 
the presence of God, identified with everything 
pure and pleasing to the soul, that sheds over 
the social walks of life a lustre which nothing 
else is able to shed — oh ! what exquisite and 
transporting enjoyment must they participate 
when they shall be permitted to gaze upon the 
beatific vision, and shall find every distressing 
doubt removed for ever ! What blessedness will 
it be for parents and children, and other 
endeared friends, now, perhaps, often disturbed 
by misgivings and fears respecting each other's 
final condition, to behold one another in the 
very simshine of the Divine favoiu*, to enter 
upon an intercourse which God himself will 
own and dignify by the manifestations of his 



64 THE HEAVENLY HOME. 

presence ; to approach in company, not the 
streams, but the very Fountain of life and 
happiness : and, in common with all the 
redeemed, to enjoy the rich satisfaction of 
seeing the glorified person of the Saviour, and 
of having to thank Him, with hearts over- 
flowing with gratitude, for the wonders of His 
love and agonising death ! " 

Let us, then, believers in Jesus, ever view 
heaven as that cloudless region where the 
presence of God will be the sun of glory, and 
where there shall be richer manifestations of 
the Divine attributes and perfections enjoyed 
by His people than the eye of man ever 
witnessed, than the mind of devotion ever 
reahzed, or than the loftiest and most powerful 
intellect has ever conceived ! 

Exquisite view of heaven, as the house of 
our Father, where He \vill ever dwell near His 
people, with His people, and in His people ; 
reflecting on them and around them the 
brightest beams of His radiance and favour. 

" Milb'ons of years our wondering eyes 
Shall o'er His beauties rove, 
And endless ages we'll adore 
The glories of His love !" 
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Thirdly, heaven may be viewed as our 
Father s house, because His love there will be 
more abundantly and delightfully experienced. 

The pure and bomidless love of God towards 
his people, is always manifested now, and not 
only enjoyed by them collectively, but indi- 
vidually. It is manifested to them at all 
periods of life — amidst the weakness and 
helplessness of infancy, the perils of youth, 
the temptations and snares of manhood, the 
decrepitude and solemn anticipations of age. 
They have their varied characters to sustain, 
their varied trials in the wilderness to en- 
counter, and their varied temptations to 
undergo; still, the Lord is ever mindful of 
them ; they share in His special approbation ; 
they enjoy His most benignant smiles; they 
want no desirable and beneficial supply ; and, 
" like as a father pitieth his children, so the 
Lord pitieth those who fear Him." 

And who can describe the sweetness asso- 
ciated with the enjoyment of the love of God ? 
What tranquillity it inspires — ^what holiness it 
induces — ^what bliss it communicates ? 

How has this love animated Christians in 

f2 
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duty — succoured them in weakness — comforted 
them in sorrow — invigorated them in the hour 
of temptation — sustained and cheered them in 
the immediate prospect of death ! 

But if the enjoyment of the love of God be 
so purifying, so blissful, so inspiring now, while 
the disciples of Christ are encompassed with 
all the mfirmities, and encircled as they are 
in the wilderness with all the anxieties and 
sorrows of life, what will its full and unlimited 
communication be in heaven — the region of 
perfect love, where the society all breathe the 
spirit of fove — where the engagements per- 
formed are all prompted by love — where the 
anthems celebrated will all emanate from love, 
and exemplify love — and where the God who 
reigns and sheds around His blessed influences, 
is essentially the God of love ? 

Now, the representation of heaven as our 
Father's house brings this idea immediately 
before us, and exhibits it to us with great 
vividness and beauty. In oiur Father's house 
above, Christians, there will be no austerity 
discovered, no unkindness expressed, no severity 
indulged. God will dwell among us as a 
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Father, unfolding to us a father's heart, and 
cherishing towards us a father's tenderness 
and affection. How will He smile on His 
beatified people, rescued from hell by His 
power, and advanced to heaven by His grace ! 
What revelations will His love to them prompt 
Him to make ! How will He exhibit to them 
His divine glory — the fulness of His dear Son 
— the energy and influences of His blessed 
Spirit! How will He reveal to them the 
operations He executed — the arrangements 
He made — the agency Ho employed, and the 
grace He manifested — ^to save them from death 
and the curse ! How vdll He unfold to His 
people in heaven the manner in which His love 
enlightened them " with the light of life;" 
directed them amidst all the darkness and 
imcertainty of the journey to Cansian ; shielded 
them when environed with all the dangers of 
mortahty; supported them when bearing the 
biurden and experiencing the heat of the day ; 
bore with their ignorance, rebellion, and un- 
behef ; fitted them for every change ; preserved 
them till the termination of all things ; and, at 
last, admitted them to " the city of habitation," 
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" To drink in, beside the eternal throne. 
Bliss eyerlasting and unknown !'* 

And, while these relations are communicated 
to them, how \nll the children of God wonder, 
admire, and adore; what astonishment Yrill 
pervade their minds when they consider how 
they were pitied and blest; what gratitude 
will be inspired when they contemplate what 
the love of God did for them ; how it drew 
them out of the world — attracted them to 
the cross — introduced them into the divine 
family — crowned them ^^ith every spiritual 
blessing — sustained them in the extremity of 
nature — and plucked them as " brands from 
the eternal burning ;" receiving them after 
death into paradise, where all will be pure, 
peaceful, glorious, and transporting for ever ! 

These will be the views entertained, and the 
feelings cherished by believers, when they 
arrive at heaven. The love of God will be the 
atmosphere breathed. The love of God will 
be the grand subject contemplated. The love 
of God will be the sublime and joyous anthem 
ever simg by the whole company — by the 
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boundless millions of the redeemed before the 
throne. 

Heaven is the house of our Father, because 
it is the abode of this love, where it will be so 
sweetly developed, so wonderfully exercised, 
so triimiphantly exhibited. Love will remove 
every annoyance there. Love will wipe away 
every tear there. Love will eradicate every 
infirmity there. Love will crush every enemy 
there. Love will quicken every holy emotion 
there. Love will perfect and perpetuate the 
tenderest feelings there. Love will tune every 
song there. Love will impart unbounded 
felicity there, and it will all be communicated 
and enjoyed in our Father's house. Thus love 
will consummate our bliss, and we shall realize, 
to its fullest and most delightful extent, the 
truth of that concise, but inimitable de- 
scription, " God is love, and he that dwelleth 
in love dwelleth in God, and God in him." 
(1 Johniv. 16.) 

Fourthly, heaven may be viewed as '* our 
Fathers house," because Jehovah will there 
collect all His children around Him, and make 
them the partakers of His felicity. 
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The most engaging and beautiful aspect in 
which we can possibly contemplate home, is to 
regard it as the centre of union — the abode of 
harmony — where there is perfect interchange 
of thought — full communion of feeling — the 
meeting of heait with heart ; where the sen- 
timent expressed by one is embodied by all. 

The dearest friends are to be found at home. 

The finest sensibilities are developed at home. 

The most delightful associations are connected 

with home. The most serene tranquillity, and 

the purest and sweetest enjoyments are realized ^ 

at home. What can be more blissful, especially 

to the pious head of a family, than to see all 

his children ai-ouud him deferring to his 

judgment, according with his views, acquiescing 

in his feelings, breathing a spirit of exquisite 

affection towards him, and doing all which 
they possibly can to minister to his joys, and 

to alleviate his sorrows ! When this is the 

characteristic of home, it is an Eden in the 

desert, a green, beauteous, and sunny spot, 

amidst the gloom, the dreariness, and the 

desolation prevailing around. Happy the 

individual who, regarding his home as the 
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dwelling place of virtue — the peaceful and 
blessed abode of Christian love and harmony, 
can employ the language and breathe the 
sentiment of the following tender and beautiful 
stanzas : — 

" The dearest spot of earth to me, 

Is home — sweet home ! 
The fairy land I long to see 

Is home — sweet home ! 
There, how charmed the sense of hearing ! 
There, where love is so endearing ! 
All the world is not so cheering 

As home — sweet home ! 

" I've taught my heart the way to prize 

My home — sweet home ! 
Tve learnt to look with lover's eyes, 

On home — sweet home ! 
There, where vows are truly plighted ; 
There, where hearts are so united,' 
All the world besides I've slighted. 

For home — sweet home !" 

Now, if this be a just representation of the 
quiet and endeared pleasures of home, in the 
present world, when piety sanctifies it, when 
love sweetens it, and when harmony unites all 
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the members, what must be the felicity of our 
home in heaven ? It is, indeed, our Father's 
house, where he will delight in seeing His 
dear children, redeemed by the blood of 
His Son, justified and glorified by His free 
grace. Jehovah dwells in heaven as the in- 
heritance of His people. " Fear not, little 
flock, it is your Father's good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom." It is the paradise of un- 
ruffled tranquillity and of unmingled enjoyment, 
into which, Christians, you shall ultimately 
enter — ^and enter as the portion provided for 
you. It is " the rest remaining " for you, 
which you shall ultimately attain. It is the 
New Jerusalem, with whose dazzling and 
peerless glories you shall ultimately be ac- 
quainted. It is the celestial Canaan, whose 
surpassing pleasure and richness you shall 
eventually participate. It is the city which 
hath foundations, where you shall be put in 
possession of all the immunities and privileges 
of the beatified inhabitants. It is " the 
kingdom which cannot be moved," where you 
shall eternally triumph and reign; and all 
will be ^communicated to you as a Jree gift, 
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in the enjoyment of which God, in Christ, will 
ever be realized, and of which you shall never 
be- dispossessed. How vast and boundless will 
be the love and tenderness glowing in the 
heart of Christ, on the last day, towards His 
people, when He will address them in those 
consolatory and sublime terms — " Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world ! " 

They will enter heaven as their Father s 
home, and as their home, where nothing but 
the holiest serenity, the most beauteous 
harmony, and the richest enjoyment will be 
experienced. 

"What an abode for beatified beings ! what a 
temple of love ! what a refuge from the storm ! 
what a haven, after all the fury of the winds, 
and the lashing of the ocean ! what a garden 
of sweetness and beauty, in which to dwell and 
delight for ever ! 

And what renders the anticipation so joyous 
is this, that all the family will gain the home 
of eternity, and of Paradise. It is our Father's 
house, and, unquestionably, He will not shut 
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out any of His children. " The babe, the 
young man, the father in Christ," will all be 
admitted within •* the pearly gates of the New 
Jerusalem," to behold the divine glory, and to 
realize the divine felicity. " The bruised reed" 
will not be snapped asunder ; " the smoking 
flax" will not be extinguished ; " the weak in 
faith" will not be rejected ; the trembling 
believer, who fears that no mercy will be 
imparted, will not be excluded. Our Father 
will not frown on any child of His, much less 
deny him an entrance into heaven. He will 
say to all, " Come in ! It is your abode. Here 
you are to dwell with me for ever." Not one 
will be wanting in that eventful day, when we 
shall all require mercy. Not one jewel shall 
be out of sight, when God shall come to collect 
the whole ; every gem shall stud, beautify, 
and render peerless in glory, the Saviour's 
crown ! What a blaze of light ! what a flood 
of radiance, when all this splendour shall 
stream around, proceeding from millions, and 
myriads, of perfect spirits, redeemed to God 
from sin, death, and hell, by the blood of the 
Lamb ! 
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What a family will God have around him in 
heaven! The seraphim, with all their fire — 
the cherubim, with all their glory ! The 
patriarchs, who walked with Him in the 
wilderness, and served Him " as strangers in 
a strange land ! " The prophets, who published 
his announcements to the nations, uttering 
the warning, pouring forth the denunciation, 
issuing the command, applying the promise ! 
The apostles, who beheld his dear Son, who 
heard his discourse, imitated his example, 
loved his doctrines, gloried in his cross, and 
went everywhere to diffuse the savour of His 
name ; The martyrs, who, full of decision, 
energy, and affection, were willing, for Christ, 
to dwell in caves — to want the necessary 
supplies of life — to be tortured — to be given 
to wild beasts — ^to bleed on the scaffold — to 
burn slowly at the stake — that God might be 
honoured, that grace might be magnified, 
and that the truth of the gospel might be 
established ! Holy ministers, who have preached 
Jesus and Him crucified, with all the simplicity 
of the New Testament — with all the energy 
that love to Christ could inspire, and with all 
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the devout earuestness that compassion for the 
souls of men will induce ! Christians of every 
name, of every age, of every country, of every 
order of capacity, of every variety of condition, 
will all be brought to one kingdom — put in 
possession of one throne — and be made the 
partakers of one source of felicity ! What a 
multitudinous assembly will be convened in 
heaven — the house of our Father ! Our Lord 
might justly tell us, that in His Fathers house 
are " many mansions.'' Room, not merely for 
Himself, but for all His chosen followers too : 
so that, when any inquire, " Are there few 
that be saved ?*' we can point to these beautiful 
and triumphant words. If the expression be 
admissible, there will be no straitness, no 
limitation, in our Father's house. Persons 
of various designations, possessing the most 
diversified powers, and occupying the most 
dissimilar situations, will all be introduced 
into Paradise ; each will have full employment, 
perfect bliss, and imperishable glory. What 
glorious passages of scripture are the following, 
full of life, beauty, and grandeur, pointing out 
the largeness of the family that shall be con- 
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gregated in our Father's house ! " But je are 
come unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
to an innumerable company of angels ; to the 
general assembly and church of the first-born, 
which are written in heaven, and to God the 
judge of all, and to the spirits of just men 
made perfect." (Heb. xii. 2*2, 23.) 

** And I beheld, and I heard the voice of 
many angels round about the throne, and the 
beasts, and the elders : and the number of 
them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands ; saying, with a 
loud voice. Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, 
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and 
blessing.'* (Rev. v. 11, 12.) 

** After this I beheld, and lo, a great 
multitude, which tw man could number^ of all 
nations, and kindred, and people, and tongues, 
stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed vdth white robes, and palms in their 
hands, and cried with a loud voice, saying. 
Salvation to our God, which sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb." (Rev. vii. 7, 9, 10.) 

g3 
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** And 1 looked, and lo, a Lamb stood on the 
Mount Sion, and with him a hundred forty 
and four thousand, having his Father's name 
written in their foreheads, and I heard a voice 
from heaven, as the voice of many waters, 
and as the voice of a great thunder; and 
I heard the voice of harpers harping with 
their harps." (Rev. xiv. 1, 2.) 

These choice and magnificent represen- 
tations of heavenly glory, delightfully exhibit 
that our Father's house will be the per- 
petual and blissful abode of all his children, 
and that their numbers will be vast and 
boundless. 

In this habitation of our Father, there are 
** many mansions." Bigotry wishes to believe 
that there will be only a select number 
admitted to the participation of the felicity 
of heaven, a few who maintain her opinions, 
who breathe her unlovely spirit, and who are 
identified with her communion. The word of 
God, however, does not teach us thus to 
narrow our views, or to limit the grace of the 
Redeemer. There are many mansions in the 
world of immortality : not one of the genuine 
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disciples of the Lord Jesus shall be without a 
place near the throne. 

The whole body of the faithful shall meet 
in Paradise. The entire army of the cross 
shall rest in heaven, after all the labours 
and toils of the conflict, and not one good 
soldier who has " warred a good warfare," 
shall be absent. The immense and boundless 
multitude of the redeemed shall sit down 
with Jesus Christ in heaven, and partake of 
" the marriage supper of the Lamb." ! what 
a scene will be presented — what associations 
will be inspired — what society will be en- 
joyed — what bliss will transport the soul — 
when the myriads of those who have been 
renewed by grace, and appointed to salvation, 
shall enter their Father's house ; shall meet 
beyond the reach of the curse ; shall say 
farewell to every sorrow ; and, in blessed and 
glorious union, shall summon every power, 
awaken every emotion of gratitude, devotion, 
and love in the celebration of the divine 
perfections, the operations of infinite power, 
wisdom, and goodness, and the arrangements 
of that mercy and grace which have all been so 
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signally maDifested to them, in their con- 
version from the error of their way, in the 
sanctification of their nature, in their preser- 
vation, even till the end, and in their final 
advancement to all that glory and bliss which 
they shall " drink in" throughout eternity. 

Thus our Father's house, as it has been 
significantly termed, will constitute " the great 
meetiug-plfice of the redeemed family of God ;" 
and it is perfectly rational to maintain, that 
the happiness of believers in glory will be 
mateiially augmented by the consideration, 
that they will dwell together, during an un- 
ending existence, in the enjoyment of the love 
of their God and Saviour. As it has been 
expressed, with equal truth and beauty, ** What 
transports of joy will they not feel on finding 
themselves constituent parts of a vast family, 
all the members of which will be like them- 
selves — ^bright and faithful representations of 
the Saviour's image, each heart beating in 
perfect unison with the rest, and every individual 
sharing the common felicity, and increasing it 
by the reciprocations of brotherly love, and the 
interchanges of benevolent service ! " This will 
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be the enviable condition — these the inestimable 
privileges — this the rich and boundless enjoy- 
ment of the heavenly family collected in their 
Father's house. Every object will minister 
to their joy — every theme of meditation \n\\ 
enlarge their views, and heighten their bliss ; 
and, throughout a ceaseless duration, no tear 
shall dim their eye, no undesirable emotion 
exist in their hearts. Viewing our Father's 
house in this delightful aspect, no exclamation 
can be more scriptural and eloquent than the 
following of a distinguished writer : " What 
emotions of exquisite sensibility ! what a 
commerce of splendid and efficient eifforts! 
what friendships, and melody, and holy 
ecstacy ! what combinations of beauty, themes 
of discourse, and prospects of bliss, widening 
with the progress of time, must be found 
among intelligences who will dwell for ever 
in the presence of God, and receive out of 
His inexhaustible fulness fresh and never- 
failing accessions to the excellence and the 
plenitude of their nature ! " How sweetly 
does the heart of a Christian, living in the 
prospect of entering the region of immortality, 
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respond to the sentiment of the subjoiQed 



" O linpp;, linpp; land '. In thee 
Sliiniis tlic uiiteiled dmojty ; 
SheilJlng. througli eacli iidoriiig breast, 
A lioly calm, a 'hBli'j'on rum 
Aud tliere bltiat noiiU, irliom death did at 
Have met, to mingle joja fur aver. 



O may I Boon tliat glorji see ! 
And m; fuiat, wear; epirit stand 
Within that happy, bappj land !" 
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CHAPTER IV. 

REFLECTIONS DEDUCED FROM THE PRECEDING 
CONTEMPIiATION OF HEAVEN. 

f J subject which we have been briefly 
contemplating is peculiarly beautiful 
and consolatory, in the estimation of all who 
peruse the gospel with care, and who recognize 
the doctrine that there is a rest in reversion 
for the people of God. But, it is very im- 
portant to rememher, that this subject can only 
be scripturally enjoyed by the genuine followers 
of Chiist ; those who have been enlightened 
by His Spiiit, who have heen renewed by His 
grace, and who are training up for His kingdom 
and glory. And, therefore, while the true 
disciples of Jesus receive the comfort which 
this subject is calculated to afford them, let the 
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wicked be admonished not to appropriate it to 
themselves, as though heaven were prepared 
for them — as though there would be access 
allowed them to the house of our Father — as 
though their tranquillity and bhss would be 
secured during eternity. There can be no 
true peace now, while any are estranged from 
God. Solid and permanent happiness flows 
from the enjoyment of Divine love. And there 
can be no ultimate admission into heaven 
unless our conversation was there previously — 
unless we were " keeping ourselves in the love 
of God, and looking for the mercy of the Lord 
Jesus Christ imto eternal Hfe." How blessed 
is the character, how enviable the condition, of 
those who can testify, " Lord ! we have been 
waiting for Thee ! we have desired elevation of 
thought and feeling above the present grovelling, 
sinful, and perishable world ! we never cherished 
one wish, since conversion, to settle down here ; 
our deep, our growing, our constant anxiety is, 
to breathe the spirit of the skies — to aspire 
after full conformity to thine image — to have 
our hearts in heaven, where, we firmly believe, 
our treasure is deposited ; and, though here 
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we have * no continuing city,' we hope that we 
are affectionately and assiduously seeking one 
to come." 

Now, to such individuals, the writer would 
address himself in the following manner : — 

1 . Hahitually contemplate heaven. 

Accustom yourselves to meditate, with in- 
tenseness and elevated devotion, on the glory 
that will eventually be revealed. Consider 
what heaven is, dwell on the nature of its 
employments, on the perfection of its society, 
on the sublimity of its enjoyments, and on the 
perpetuity of its blessedness. 

Dilate on the thought, that " heaven is a 
prepared place for a prepared people ;" that no 
ignorance can darken there— that no error can 
mislead there — that no folly can debase there — 
that no impurity can defile there. Let these 
contemplations engage your regard, while you 
are traversing the wilderness, and struggling 
with all the difficulties of the way. They will 
tranquillize — wondrously elevate the soul — 
inspire the most delightful resignation, when 
experiencing the numerous trials and sufferings 
which are allotted you in the vale of tears — 

H 
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fill you with " a joy that is unspeakable," and 
induce you to acknowledge how short is the 
night — ^how light is the burden — ^how few are 
the afflictions sent which your iniquities have 
deserved! If we were to think of heaven 
habitually, we should be more humble ; con- 
templating and feeling our utter un worthiness 
of a place near our God, of perfect communion 
with our Saviour, and of dignity and happiness 
akin to those which the seraphim shall enjoy. 

Were we to dwell on heaven more frequently, 
livelier gratitude would be excited, to consider 
that such provision has been made for us — 
that such a rest remains for us — ^that such a 
crown will be conferred on us — that such 
purity and bliss will be communicated to us. 
Were we to think of heaven oftener than 
we do, greater holiness would be inspired. 
We should feel supremely anxious to be fitted 
for the development of its glory — for the com- 
munion that we shall there realize, and for the 
fulness of joy of which we shall there partake, 
and our sentiment would be perfectly corres- 
pondent with that of the Psalmist, '' I shall be 
satisfied when I awake with thy likeness." 
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If we wish to live near to God, let us think 
much of heaven. It will give a high tone to 
every devout feeling, and an astonishing impulse 
to every holy desire. Nothing inflames love to 
God more than the contemplation of heaven. 
Nothing quickens Christian obedience more 
than meditation on the future glory of the 
righteous in Paradise. Nothing " crucifies 
the world" more in our experience, and nothing 
has a more powerful effect in sanctifying all 
the occurrences of life, and, especially, the 
bereavements of Providence, than habitual 
contemplations of the perfection and blessed- 
ness of that region, where every trial will be 
removed, the being of sin eradicated, the 
honour of God perpetually regarded, and the 
grace of Christ Jesus continually magnified. 

Meditate then, children of God, on the 
heaven prepared for you. Meditate on its 
hallowed engagements, on its blessed society, 
on its noble and transporting pleasures, till 
your hearts bum within you — till the world 
appear as emptiness — till sin be deadened in 
your souls — tiU patience have her perfect 
work — till you are warmed and overwhelmed 
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with gratitude and love, and till you breathe 
more ardent desires after that celestial and all 
glorious temple, where you shall remain as 
" pillai*s to go no more out for ever !" 

2. If heaven be revealed to us by our Lord 
as our Father's house, let us, as Christians, 
admire his tenderness and affection , in presenting 
it before us under such a character. He could 
not have given his disciples a more beautiful 
or decisive proof of His love towards them, 
and of the solicitude which He cherished for 
their support in the hour of affliction, and 
their adequate consolation amidst the agonies 
of the hour of dissolution. How exquisite His 
condescension and grace — " If it were not so, 
I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you, and, if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself, that, where I am, there ye may 
be also !" Words more divinely tender and 
beautiful than these were never uttered. They 
exhibit all the depth of the Saviour's tender- 
ness, and all the intensity of the Saviour's 
attachment towards his followers ; when, too. 
He was on the point of leaving them, to enter 
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into gloiy, and take possession of His mediatorial 
dignity and reward. There is everything asso- 
ciated with them to animate the true disciple — 
to invigorate the weak believer — to sustain and 
cheer the drooping Christian — ^to tranquillize 
and inspirit the afflicted saint. Words more 
precious and comforting are not to be found in 
the New Testament, and if we are the faithful 
adherents of the Lamb, they should ever revive 
us, stimulate us, and strengthen us in our 
journey to the better coimtry. 

And what a delightful mark of the kindness 
and grace of our Lord towards his genuine 
followers was it, to exhibit heaven to them as 
the house of His Father, and, consequently, of 
their Father ! He might have unfolded it to 
them simply as the residence of the Deity, 
where He dwelt in light inaccessible and un- 
approachable—where the fuU blaze of His 
perfections shone forth — where He issued 
His awful commands, and where He executed 
His vast and boimdless operations — ^where the 
seraphim and cherubim veiled their faces from 
His glory, and where the most entire and 
submissive homage was rendered to Him as 

h2 
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the Father of spirits, and the Sovereign of the 
universe. In such a revelation, however, as 
this, there would have been no comfort for 
the poor sinner, condemned by the divine law, 
and anticipating the awful terrors of a future 
judgment. But, when he can look up to 
heaven as the residence of a God of love — 
when he can view it as the abode of the God 
of all comfort — when he can regard it as 
the dwelling-place of the God and Father of 
Christ — when he can view it as the inheritance 
of God's dear children, and anticipate it as his 
Father's house, and as " the place where 
Jesus is," there is everything to scatter his 
fears, to embolden him in his cries for mercy, 
to support him while in the wilderness, and to 
fill him with joy, even in the prospect of his 
entering " the house appointed for all living." 
Now, if these observations are scriptural, and 
accordant with Christian experience, how dear 
should that Saviour be to us who has made 
such a communication to all his disciples ! 
How should we love his name — how should 
we value his gospel — how should we study to 
imitate his example — how should we glory in 
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his cross — how should we aspire after the 

enjoyment of his glory ! If the compassionate 

Redeemer had not loved his people supremely, 

he would not have home with them as he has 

done — he would not have ministered to their 

comfort as he evidently has — ^he would not 

have taken the deep and lively interest in 

their felicity which he has so strikingly 

exhibited — he would not have given them 

such bright and cheering views of heaven as 

he has furnished them, and assured them, that, 

in spite of all their ignorance, weakness, errors, 

and depravity, this heaven, this rest, this 

crown, this kingdom, this eternal life, should 

ultimately be their portion. He has shown 

us all, in the clearest and most triumphant 
manner, how greatly he has loved us, and 

therefore we ought to admire His love ex- 
ceedingly in return, and appreciate most highly 
that boundless tenderness and grace which He 
has discovered. And what an inducement to 
heighten our love to Him, is it to contemplate, 
that having loved his disciples once, he will 
" love them to the end," bring them through 
every difficulty, subdue before them every 
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adversary, till, at last, he admits them into 
heaven, and grants them a station near Him, 
in his Father's house for ever. 

Christians, if wo can be indifferent towards 

* 

the Lord Jesus, after the boundless and in- 
effable meinifestations of his tenderness and 
love, we must be classed among the most 
ungrateful beings in the universe of God. 
Instead of this being the case, I trust, believers, 
you are ready to embody that delightful 
sentiment — 

" Hail ! Prince of Life, for ever bail I 
Redeemer ! Brother ! Friend ! 
Tbongh earth, and time, and life shall fail, 
Thy praise shall never end ! " 

3. If heaven be exhibited to us as our 
Father's house, it should exert a powerful 
and an extensive influence on the church of 
Christ now. 

It should teach believers in Jesus that the 
people of God are to constitute one fiEunily; 
that, in this character, they will meet in 
Paradise, encircle the throne, and celebrate 



THE HEAVENLY HOME. 93 

the grace of the Redeemer for ever. It should 
remind the followers of the Saviour, that there 
is nothing more unamiable, more unlovely, 
more unscriptural, more opposed to the spirit 
of heaven, than bigotry, intolerance, or the 
cultivation of a narrow and sectarian temper. 
Wherever we assemble for divine worship, 
whether in the spacious and magnificent 
edifice, in the plain and straitened building, 
in the little cottage, in an upper room, or even 
by the river side, as Paul did with Lydia, and 
several women, near Philippi, we should always 
remember that we are one; that we are 
" members one of another ;" that we are all 
bom from above; that we are all united to 
the Lord Jesus ; that we all live by faith ; 
that we are all sanctified by the Spirit ; that 
we are all anticipating the same glory. How 
utterly incongruous is it with the Christian 
character, and with the high and delightful 
prospects of a child of God, to witness the 
development of unkindness, prejudice, or 
malevolence with regard to any of his fellow 
disciples ! Heaven is the house of our Father, 
and, therefore, all the children shall enter 
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it and participate in its blessedness. We shall 
not gain admission to the kingdom of glory as 
churchman, or as dissentersy but as the adopted, 
the enlightened, the justified, the sanctified, 
and the redeemed people of God; therefore, 
we should look on each other as bearing a 
close, delightful, and inseparable relation one 
to another. " One is our master, even Christ, 
and all we are brethren." We do not cherish 
the right spirit, unless this be our temper. 
If we think that only our own communion 
will arrive at the kingdom, it is very evident 
that we do not recognize the statements of the 
word of God to be correct, with regard to 
the number and character of those who shall 
eventually enter the heavenly Canaan. In the 
region of glory. Christian, there will not only 
be a few mansions for your denomination, 
but all who " love the Lord Jesus Christ with 
sincerity," will have a crown of life, a robe of 
purity, a palm of victory, a station, and a place, 
in the New Jerusalem. 

We want less party feeling in the church 
below. We want more of that cathoUc spirit 
which would induce us to embrace all m dear 
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brethren who hold the Head, who walk with 
Jesus in the regeneration, who rejoice in His 
cross, and who are living with heaven before 
them. The reason we prosper so Uttle, as 
professing Christians, in our various com- 
munions, arises from this circumstance : we 
do not regard each other sufficiently as members 
of one large family. There is yet too much 
narrowness of view, unamiableness of feeling, 
and intolerance of sentiment developed. 

Happy day, when every bigot will be removed 
from the church, when eveiy unkind feeling 
will be eradicated, when every party wall will 
be broken down ! When one disciple will not 
be disposed to vex or irritate another because 
he does not identify himself with his peculiar 
sect or communion ; but when all will be love 
and harmony, arising from fellowship with God, 
union to Jesus, the cultivation of his spirit, 
and the anticipation of his glory ! 

Still, Christians, if you want this day to be 
accelerated, think much of heaven as your 
Father's house, as the mansions of bliss, pro- 
vided for a great multitude to be redeemed. 

There, all communions will meet, and all will 
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be absorbed in onCy namely, that of true 
believers in Christ Jesus. There all the family 
will congregate, and there will be no diversity 
of sentiment or opposition of feeling, because 
they did not see •* eye to eye," in the wilderness. 
The emotions of all will correspond — the 
opinions of all will harmonize — the devotions 
of all will blend — the praises of all will in- 
corporate. It is a disgrace to any communion 
now, if there be no love to the universal family 
of the Redeemer. We are not to fix on one or 
two, we are to take the whole. All who are 
regenerated by grace shall meet in the kingdom, 
and, therefore, it is my duty and privilege to 
love them all, and the anticipation of heaven 
as our Father's house is powerfully calculated 
to inspire and heighten this feeling. May we, 
as churches, and individual Christians, be one 
now, and delightfully anticipate our perfect 
and glorious harmony in heaven ! 

4. If heaven be represented as our Father s 
house, let each reader ask, with intense 
earnestness, " Is there a place in this house 
prepared for me ?" 

Is there a mansion in which I shall 
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ultimately dwell, where I shall enjoy perfect 
security, and where I shall partake of the 
marriage-supper of the Lamh for ever? This 
is a most pertinent and important inquiry, 
and one which should commend itself with 
pow^er to the conscience of every heir of im- 
mortality. It is pleasing and inspiring to 
contemplate heaven, but the grand question 
for consideration is, ** Am I anticipating it ? 
Ami preparing for it ? Is heaven in reversion 
for me ? We all love to dilate on the glory 
of tlie heavenly world, but are we aspiring 
after that glory? We all delight in viemng 
heaven as a rest, but are we daily soHciting 
fitness for that rest, and the ultimate and 
full enjoyment of its tranquillity and blessed- 
ness ?" 

The great evil is, that we generally fall short 
here. We dwell on heaven, but we do not 
desire preparation for its glory. We consider 
its felicity, not its purity. We contemplate it 
in all its splendour, as the kingdom of light 
and immortality, but forget to inquire, seriously 
and dispassionately, " Have we a title to it ? 
and is there a growing conformity in our 
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Spirit to the temper of its glorified inhabitants ?" 
Dear reader! let me urge this point most 
affectionately upon you, heaven is only our 
home — as we love tlie spirit of our Father — 
as we valvie the gospel of our Father — as we 
honour the well-beloved Son of our Father — as 
we submit to the tvill of our Father — ^as we 
obey the commands of our Father. 

It is the height of folly and madness to 
imagine that we shall ever enter the heavenly 
home unless we are really united to God's 
children here. Now, let me ask, what is your 
precise character? what is your positive con- 
dition ? Do you think of heaven ? Do you 
love to view it as a region of purity and 
perfection, where the God of holiness will be 
fiilly enjoyed? Can you acknowledge, that it 
is your greatest blessedness to walk with God's 
children now ? Is the church your dwelling- 
place in the wilderness? Can you perfectly 
acquiesce in the beautiful sentiment, tliat 
" a day spent in God's courts here is better 
than a thousand ?" Are you very anxious to be 
fitted for future glory ? Do you often fear that 
you are not in the way to the heavenly Zion ? 
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Do you often present the petition, " Lord, 
prepare me for beholding thy face in Paradise, 
and for sitting at thy feet for ever !" Is there 
nothing that gives you so much dehght as 
the prospect of meeting with Christ in His 
kingdom ? Can you say that your purest 
enjoyment is associated with obedience to the 
will of God now, and do you ardently long 
after the perfect obedience which you shall 
develop in heaven ? What is your reply, 
dear reader, to these inquhies ? Let conscience 
speak, honestly and decisively. Do not trifle 
with the subject — do not be practising delusion 
on your own soul ! If you can faithfully reply 
in the affirmative, we have no doubt that you 
are in the way to the kingdom — that you will 
ultimately reach the celestial city — that you 
will eventually gain the haven — that you will 
at last enter into rest, and participate in the 
glory of heaven for ever. 

What a blessed hope is the hope of the 
gospel ! the hope of reaching our Father's 
house — ^the hope of seeing Him face to face — 
the hope of dwelling with Jesus for ever! 
Well has it been termed ** the anchor of 
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the soul" — ** a good hope through grace" — 
" a hope which maketh not ashamed" — " the 
hope which shall be gladness." Reader, is this 
hope yours ? are the anticipations inspired by 
the gospel your comfort, your treasure, your 
glory ? are you in Chiist ? are you clinging to 
the cross ? are you living by faith ? are you 
elevated above the world ? are you walking in 
newness of life ? are you ** enduring as seeing 
Him who is invisible ?" are you supremely 
desirous of being ready for your change ? 
Do you long to see the Father in heaven ? 
do you gladly hail the day when you shall 
depart and be with Christ? can you say, 
" I would not choose the moment, O Lord ! 
thy time vt the best .^" Be encouraged ; the rest 
shall be enjoyed by you ; the crown shall be 
worn by you ; the inheritance shall be pos- 
sessed by you ; the kingdom shall be entered 
by you ; a place in your Father's house shall 
be secured ; and among the many mansions for 
the genuine people of God, there shall be 
one for you, where you shall admire and adore 
the grace of that Saviour who assigned you a 
station in the church below, and, after the 
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sufferings of mortality terminated, granted you 
a seat near the throne. 

" happy, happy couutry ! where 
There entereth not a sin ; 
And death, who keeps its portal fair, 
May never come within. 
No grief can change their day to night ; 
The darkness of that land is light. 
Sorrow and sighing God has sent 
Far thence to endless banisliment ! 
There is the home, the land of birth. 
Of all we highest prize on earth. 
The storms that rack this world beneath 
Must there for ever cease ; 
The only air the blessed breathe 
Is purity and peace." 



THE END. 
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